REVERSIONISM
I believe that the term reversionism should be explained in terms of the old-man new-man concepts.  This paper is designed to do so.
Because of what I believe to be deeper insight into the old-man new-man concepts, I believe that our understanding of reversionism can be refined.  Generally speaking, we have been taught that reversionism is a process of stages, moving both logically and chronologically from a previous stage to the next through an eight stage process.  For example:
 1.
reaction and distraction

 2.
frantic search for happiness

 3.
operation boomerang

 4.
emotional revolt of the soul

 5.
locked-in negative volition

 6.
blackout of the soul

 7.
scar tissue of the soul

 8.
reverse process reversionism

I do not believe that reversionism should be viewed as stages, although at times there may seem to be a logical and chronological connection between one form and another.  What is referred to as stages of reversionism are in fact conditions intrinsically present in the life of every human being born into the human race.  Rather than stages of reversionism, each “stage” is a condition present in the unbeliever’s life associated with the old-man in every one of us.  What we have heretofore referred to as stages of reversionism will be referred to as conditions associated with the old-man found in both the unbeliever and believer when either is functioning from the source of the old-man.  Reversionism is not entered by choice.  Reversionism is entered by physical birth.  Reversionism describes the direction away from God’s divinely decreed solutions designed to meet man’s divinely decreed human needs.
The Nature of the Human Being
A human being is born totally depraved.  His human soul, by default, is yielded to the body’s sinful nature.  The result is total function from the source of the old-man:  old-man thinking, old-man feelings, old-man speech, old-man actions, and old-man rationales.  This is the state of reversionism – total function from the source of the old-man.  Reversionism isn’t something entered by choice.  Reversionism is entered through physical birth.
Old-man Fuinction

Functioning from the source of the old-man, there is no old-man solution that will satisfy man’s most basic need for spiritual salvation.  When functioning from the source of the old-man, there is no old-man function that will produce the moment-by-moment Christian walk.  Function from the source of the old-man and function from the source of the new-man are mutually exclusive. Function from the source of the old-man is tantamount to functioning in the sphere of the flesh.  Functioning from the source of the new-man is tantamount to functioning in the sphere of the Spirit. Function in the sphere of the flesh and function in the sphere of the Spirit are mutually exclusive.
Function from the source of the old-man, function in the sphere of the flesh, and yielded to the sinful nature are related functions.  Function from the source of the new-man, function in the sphere of the Spirit, and yieldedness to the Spirit are related functions.

Character vs. Service

In the post-Canon period of the Church Age, the fundamental issue in the born-again Christian’s life is the production of the character of Christ in His humanity.  Christian service does not produce Christ’s character, but Christian service freely flows from the character of Christ.  Character produces service.  Service does not produce character.  The unbeliever is incapable of producing the character of Christ because His character is produced from the sphere of the Spirit, and the unbeliever is by default yielded to his sinful nature.

Power/Energy or Influence?

To say that one is functioning in the power or energy of the flesh simply means that the human being, unbeliever or believer, has yielded to the influence of the human body’s sinful nature.  To say that one is functioning in the power or energy of the Spirit simply means that the born-again Christian has yielded to the influence of the Holy Spirit who indwells the believer’s human spirit.
There is no power released in either an unbeliever or believer in the sense that a release of power is felt within or leaving the human body.  There is no power released so that a supernatural event has occurred that transcends a natural law.  The power of the flesh and the power of the Spirit are simply the intrinsic natures of the flesh and the Spirit to take what is offered them and infuse that offering with their very nature.  When the soul’s neutral self-consciousness offers the body’s sinful nature a thought, a feeling, a spoken word, an action, or a rationale, the body’s sinful nature infuses the thought, the feeling, the spoken word, the action, or the rational with its evil nature so that it is repugnant to God the Father.  When the soul’s neutral self-consciousness offers the indwelling Holy Spirit a thought, a feeling, a spoken word, an action, or a rationale, the Holy Spirit’s divine nature infuses the thought, the feeling, the spoken word, the action, or the rationale with His divine nature so that it is acceptable to God the Father.
Default Function

The born-again Christian enters the Christian way of life in a default mode, functioning by default to his sinful nature. His neutral self-consciousness is by default yielded to his sinful nature, hence, default function from his old-man, producing old-man thinking, old-man feelings, old-man speech (rhetoric), old-man actions, and old-man rationales. Default old-man is the born-again Christian’s very lifestyle until he learns that he has a new-man, learns how to access his new-man, and then develops a new-man belief system.  Until the born-again believer first replaces a piece of old-man clothing with its respective piece of new-man clothing, every function of the born-again Christian remains old-man function and is tantamount to the same reversionistic process in which he functioned from the time of his physical birth.
Reversionism is simply trending away from God the Father’s plan.  The very nature of the unbeliever is locked into this trend, and until the born-again Christian begins to walk in the sphere of the Spirit, even he remains locked in the reversionistic trend.
It must be kept in mind that when the born-again Christian enters the Christian way of life, his modus operandus (method of operation) remains energy of the flesh, and his modus vivendus (method of living) continues to be one of old-man function that pursues pleasure and prevents pain. This is tantamount to reversionism.
Important Terminology

carnal man:  a believer functioning from the source of his old-man

choice:  a decision made by the soul’s neutral self-conscience

distraction:  the normal result of reaction, the nature of which result distracts the reacting person away from God’s divinely decreed solution to meet the human need to which he has reacted
function:  a thought, a feeling, a spoken word, an action, a rationale
habit:  a subconscious choice to either respond or react with what is deemed to be a solution that will meet a personal human need
modus operandus (singular):  a Latin term meaning “method of operation” with two possibilities:  function infused with the body’s sinful nature or function infused with the indwelling Holy Spirit
modus vivendus  (singular):  a Latin term meaning “method of living” with two possibilities:  old-man function or new-man function

natural man:  an unbeliever functioning from the source of his old-man
reaction:  an old-man function deemed to be a solution that will meet a personal human need

response:  a new-man function deemed to be a solution that will meet a personal human need

reversionism:  the term used to describe the direction of the human soul under the influence of the body’s sinful nature, the direction of which trends away from God the Father’s divinely decreed solutions that are designed to meet a human being’s divinely decreed human needs

spiritual man:  a believer functioning from the source of his new-man
The Many Conditions of Reversionism
Here, the many conditions of reversionism will be discussed.  It will be shown that they first exist in the unbeliever and are carried into the Christian way of life after a person is saved.
1.
reaction and distraction:  Reaction and distraction are two sides of the same coin.  A reaction distracts and distraction results from a reaction.  As a human being develops from the time of his physical birth, reaction and distraction are his modus vivendus (method of living) because his modus operandus (method of operation) is default old-man function.  Man is born with divine decreed needs that only God the Father’s grace provision is designed to fill; however, the fallen nature of man believes that his needs can be met through human relationships or self-effort.  Every attempt of the unbeliever to fill a need apart from God’s solution as a grace provision is a reaction to the need, and the reaction is a distraction from God’s solution.  Reaction and distraction are intrinsic to natural man.  It should not be surprising to anyone that the natural man would venture the path of reaction and distraction.  It’s his nature!  Every reaction is an old-man function, whether it be a thought, a feeling, a spoken word, an action, or a rationale.  Every form of reaction is an old-man function and a distraction from God’s solution.  Obviously, every reaction is the result of a choice, even if manifested as a habit; however, to view reaction merely as a choice misses the point.  To react is the very nature of old-man function, and distraction is the attending result.  Reaction and distraction are conditions intrinsic in the old-man; therefore, until a human being becomes a born-again Christian and begins to respond to his needs with a new-man belief system, every application will be a reaction and distraction.
There are different types of reaction that might be referred to as reactor factors.  For example:  wrong priorities; rejection of authority; personality conflicts; lack of objectivity when reprimanded; reaction to gossip, maligning, criticism, unjust treatment; blaming others for one’s own problems; lack of concentration on truth due to addictions; bad decisions from lack of truth; preoccupation with self; boredom; disillusion; loneliness; self-pity; frustration; hypersensitivity; lack of genuine humility, objectivity, and teachability.  These are various forms of reaction to the decreed circumstances of our life designed by God the Father to point us to Him for the purpose of meeting our needs that only He can satisfy.
Reaction and Distraction and the Born-Again Believer

Reaction and distraction are the immediate default modes of every born-again Christian who enters the Christian way of life by having become born-again.  His modus operandus (method of operation) and modus vivendus (method of living) have not changed at all.  He is still operates from the source of his old-man (modus operandus), and he still produces a lifestyle from the source of his old-man (modus vivendus) using his old-man belief system to do so.  Principle:  He cannot do what he does not know; therefore, the born-again Christian reacts to his needs in pursuit of pleasure and prevention of pain. Every reaction is a negative decision in the sense that the decision does not represent a God the Father solution for the need toward which he is reacting.  Negative decisions in what is listed as reversionism’s condition #1 differs from those in reversionism’s condition #5 in the following sense.  In condition #1, although they are habitual by default, the habit can be broken by learning and actualizing new-man function.  In condition #5, negative volition becomes “locked in place” with little or no possibility of altering the reactive and distractive process.  Pursuit of pleasure and attempts to prevent pain are simply distractions from the solutions decreed by God the Father to handle every need.  In effect, born-again Christians do not enter reversionism by choice at some time after becoming saved.  Born-again Christians enter the door of salvation already in reversionism.  This simply means that while the newly born-again Christian has altered his eternal destiny, he has not yet altered his lifestyle that will bring him blessing-in-time and reward at the bema seat judgment.  Reaction and distraction, listed as reversionism’s condition #1, does not cease just because the born-again believer may utilize another reversionistic condition in an attempt to resolve his needs.  If he never recovers from reversionism, he can remain reactive and distracted in every condition of reversionism.

2.
frantic search for happiness:  The frantic search for happiness is not stage of reversionism that is entered as part of a carnal progression from a previous stage.  It is the default function of every human being’s old-man in pursuit of pleasure and attempts to prevent pain.  It is as intrinsic to the natural man as is the reaction and distraction condition.  In fact, various forms of the search for happiness are simply forms of reaction, and thereby, closely associated with the reaction and distraction condition.
The frantic search for happiness is simply an intensified default condition available to every new-born human being as soon as physical, mental, and emotional development reach the level of being able to utilize it.  Beginning as an old-man search for happiness, the search becomes frantic because old-man solutions are no substitute for the solutions offered by God the Father.  As searches for happiness fail, one after the other, the search intensifies; hence, a frantic search for happiness.  It is described in 2 Timothy 3:4.

2 Timothy 3:4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; (KJV)

The key word here is “lovers” of pleasures, not “seekers” of pleasures, but “lovers” of pleasures more than lovers of God.
Three Categories of Happiness

There are three categories of happiness referred to in the Bible.  They can be labeled negative H (-H), neutral H (H), and plus H (+H).  Negative H (-H) refers to pleasures in sin for a season (Hebrews 11:25).  Neutral H (H) is happiness derived from following the laws of divine establishment and the four divine institutions (Proverbs 29:18).  Plus H (+H) refers to divine happiness that comes from living from the source of the new-man (1 John 1:4).

Happiness Directions

Happiness in life may be pursued frantically in many directions:  power, influence, approbation, success, status symbols, money, pleasure, social life, friends, health, sex, and material things.

The Frantic Sarch for happiness and the Born-again Believer

The frantic search for happiness will find the believer seeking happiness in the direction of his sinful trend:  the ascetic trend leading to moral degeneracy and the lascivious trend leading to immoral degeneracy.

Born physically with needs, the born-again Christian brings his default functions into the Christian way of life with him at the moment of his salvation.  Because the born-again believer is now born-again, his eternal destiny, the sweet-by-and-by has changed, but nothing has changed regarding how he continues to handle the dirty-stinking-here-and-now.  His function remains old-man function based upon the old-man belief system that he carried into his Christian way of life.  In pursuit of pleasure and attempts to avoid pain, the newly born-again Christian may in fact alter his modus vivendus (method of living).  He now begins to learn the does-and-don’ts of the Christian way of life, and in fact, begins as best he knows how to function in them; however, his modus operandus (method of operation) has not changed.  He is still functioning from the source of his old-man, in the energy of the flesh.  Because he continues to operate from the source of his old-man, in the energy of the flesh, his frantic search for happiness continues to leave him empty spiritually.  It’s possible that he may reorganize his modus vivendus (change the way in which he is attempting to pursue pleasure and prevent pain) over-and-over again in attempts to find the pleasure he is seeking and the pain that he is trying to prevent; however, every attempt will fail because he has not linked God the Father’s decreed modus vivendus (obedience to the truth) with God the Father’s modus operandus (function from the source of the new-man) for his life.  While continuing his frantic search for happiness, this born-again believer will find himself in the following conditions:  1) doing the wrong thing in the wrong way; 2) doing the wrong thing in the right way; or 3) doing the right thing in the wrong way.  What he isn’t doing is the right thing in the right way, and unless he learns to do the right thing the right way, he will find himself functioning in other facets of reversionism.

Such things as prosperity, success, power, approbation, status symbols, money, sex, pleasure, social life, or material things are not a source of happiness.  They can be enjoyed by born-again Christians who walk from the source of their new-man, but they are distractions to believers who walk from the source of their old-man.

As the believer advances from spiritual babyhood to spiritual maturity, capacity for divine happiness [+H] increases.  To enter into divine happiness [+H] is to become content with what you have.

Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. KJV

1 Timothy 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. KJV

Philippians 4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. KJV

Persistent spiritual growth into spiritual maturity from the source of the new-man provides the ultimate balance between the born-again Christian’s circumstances and contentment in those circumstances.  Is it not THIS (contentment) for which human beings search ‑ contentment in every circumstance of life?  It will not be found in any frantic search for happiness, an old-man function.
