GIVING:  HOW IT WORKS
Introductory Remarks

1.
Giving is an act stemming from the soul’s neutral self-consciousness that has become aware of a circumstance of life in which an act of giving is available.  The circumstance enters the soul’s Reference Center through the ear gate, eye gate, or tactilely.  The Reference Center either has a frame of reference for the circumstance or it doesn’t.  If the Reference Center has stored a similar past circumstance, the believer has a frame of reference for that circumstance.  Now, determined by the data that the Reference Center previously processed to the Memory Center and Application Center’s sub-centers, specifically data stored in the human conscience, a determination will be made based upon that data as to whether this is an act of giving will actually occur or not.
 2.
A born-again Christian is trichotomous:

· human spirit.
· soul.
· physical body.
 3.
The human soul has five characteristics:

· self-conscience.
· volition.
· emotion.
· mentality.
· conscience.
 4.
The human soul is intrinsically neutral, but can be influenced in one of two directions;

· influence by the human body’s sinful nature.

· influenced by God the Holy Spirit who resides in the human spirit.

A Neutral Soul and a Neutral Circumstance

 1.
The soul’s neutral self-consciousness perceives a neutral circumstance as a need to give.

 2.
All circumstances (without regard to their nature, their type) perceived as needs to give are intrinsically neutral in themselves.  They are neither spiritual or evil.  They are intrinsically neutral needs.
 3.
Points #1 and #2 speak of neutrality in to areas:

· neutral self-conscience.
· neutral circumstance.
3.
Examples of things perceived as needs:

· A hungry man met on the street.

· A local mission’s opportunity.

· A foreign mission’s opportunity.

· An feeble older lady attempting to cross the street.

· A stranded motorist.

· A child who fell out of a high-chair.

· (You get the picture).

Legitimate Need or Not?

 1.
A circumstance that is perceived as a need will be viewed as “legitimate” based upon the standards held in the person’s conscience that perceives the circumstance as a need.
 2.
Legitimacy means only that the circumstance is viewed as having met the standard residing within the conscience of the person doing the perceiving.

A.
Human beings process data that forms their own standards for giving (under this circumstance I will give).

B.
God the Father does NOT have a standard for giving (under this circumstance you will give).

C.
The determining factor for Christian giving is to follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit who communicates with your human spirit to give.  (This is not a standard. It is Holy Spirit leadership.  This leadership is determined to be leadership by the soul’s self-conscience.  The Reference Center interprets the human spirit’s transmission to the Reference Center.  (“I am being led to give.”)
1)
The Holy Spirit actively communicates the occasions to give.

2)
The Holy Spirit does NOT communicate occasions to refrain from giving.
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It’s the absence of active Holy Spirit communication that causes the believer to NOT give.  (In other words, “I’m not receiving any communication to give; therefore, I will NOT give on this occasion.”)
The Belief System and Giving

 1.
The human conscience is the location where a human beings norms and standards are stored.  The human conscience can store principles of absolute truth (decreed principles from God the Father) or principles of evil (any distortion of truth, no matter how slight the distortion).

 2.
The circumstance that initiates a possible act of giving is intrinsically neutral.

 3.
The act of giving is NOT neutral.  The act of giving is either influenced by the old-man belief system or the new-man belief system because the act of giving is application.  (Internalization requires confession and wanting to want the will of God for one’s life.  Application a previously internalized belief system.  The belief system, old-man or new-man, can be identified by asking the following two questions, “Why am I giving?”  and “What is my motivation for giving?”
A.
If the “why” answer is an old-man rationalization, the act of giving follows an old-man pattern.  (Perhaps an ascetic trend that says, “I felt sorry for him.”)

B.
If the “motivation” is founded upon an old-man belief, the act of giving follows an old-man pattern.  (Perhaps, if I give, I will be thought of as a nice person, and I personally want and need to be thought of as a nice person.)

C.
If the “why” answer is a new-man rationalization, the act of giving follows a new-man pattern.  (“I was led of the Holy Spirit within my human spirit to give.”)

D.
If the “motivation” is founded upon a new-man belief, the act of giving follows a new-man pattern.  (The recipient will receive immediate benefit and God the Father will be honored and glorified because I chose to follow His will in this matter.  Blessing-in-time and reward at the bema seat is a benefit derived from acts of faith when following the will of God the Father for your life; but is NOT and should NOT be motivation to give.  Blessing-in-time and reward-in-eternity are FALSE motivators.)

The Switch from Neutral Circumstance to Sinful Influence or Spirit Influence

 1.
Giving circumstances are intrinsically neutral.
 2.
The act of giving from the Application Center is where neutrality disappears and influence appears.

 3.
If the belief system that initiates an act of giving is from the old-man belief system, the act of giving is from the source of the old-man (an evil principle believed) and the behavioral act of giving is also old-man (but now it is an evil human good practice; thoughts reflect principles; acts represent practices; distinguish thoughts from acts; you can have a thought without an action, but you can’t have an action without a preceding thought).
 4.
If the belief system that initiates an act of giving is from the new-man belief system, the act of giving is from the source of the new-man (an absolute truth principle believed) and the behavioral act of giving is also new-man (but now an divinely good practice).

 5.
Here’s the point:  Circumstances are neutral.  What the believer allows or does not allow to be processed from the Reference Center into his human spirit will impact whether an act of giving is divinely legitimate or fleshly illegitimate.  Circumstances are neutral.  Neutrality is lost on at the Application Center because of the source of influence the moment application (actualization) occurs.  An influenced circumstance cannot be neutral.  It’s either divinely good or evil.
Human Spirit vs. Application Center

 1.
Leadership occurs within the human spirit several processing steps before reaching the Application Center.
 2.
Application occurs from the Application Center (launching pad).

 3.
Holy Spirit leadership regarding giving occurs in the human spirit.  (Here’s where you either “hear” the Spirit to give or “hear nothing” from Him so that you give not.)
 4.
However, giving is an act that occurs from the Application Center (location of actualization).

 5.
Question:  Is the believer situated spiritually to be able to “hear” the voice of the Holy Spirit within his human spirit?

A.
The believer is situated spiritually to “hear” the voice of the Spirit in his human spirit if he has met both of the following criteria:

· he is clean before the Lord through confession of post-salvation sins (1 John 1:9)

· he wants the truth (1 Peter 2:2):  “I want to know.  Do I give or not?”

B.
The believer is NOT situated spiritually to “hear” the voice of the Spirit in his human spirit if he has NOT simultaneously met both of the following criteria:

· he is NOT clean before the Lord through confession of post-salvation sins (fails at 1 John 1:9).
· he does NOT want the truth (fails at 1 Peter 2:2):  “I don’t really care to know about whether I should give.”

Meeting the Criteria?
If the believer has met the criteria to receive Holy Spirit leadership within his human spirit, the Holy Spirit can lead the believer to give or He can refrain from providing leadership to give.

If the believer has NOT met the criteria to receive Holy Spirit leadership within his human spirit, the Holy Spirit CANNOT and WILL NOT provide leadership to the believer to give.  Reason:  the believer has NOT positioned himself to receive Holy Spirit leadership in this matter.

More on Meeting the Criteria

If the believer has NOT met the criteria to receive Holy Spirit leadership within his human spirit, the believer may make a determination to give without Holy Spirit leadership.  Under this condition, the recipient of giving may benefit from the gift, but the giving believer receives neither temporal nor eternal benefit from God the Father for his giving.  He may receive personal gratification, but no divine gratification. This type of giving may honor the giver, but it does NOT honor God the Father.  This type of giving may glorify the giver, but it will NOT glorify God the Father.  This type of giving is “old-man giving, “energy of the flesh giving.”  It is human good that will burn at the bema seat.
Decision Time
If the believer has met the criteria to receive Holy Spirit leadership within his human spirit, and the Holy Spirit is leading the believer to give, the believer must now decide whether he will follow that leadership or not.  Just because the Holy Spirit is leading, does not guarantee that the believer will follow that leadership, especially, if the Holy Spirit is leading the believer to give in a manner that is stretching the believer’s faith to give beyond what the believer believes is a reasonable gift to be given. (This is part of the spiritual battle within the believer as he grows to trust the leadership of the Holy Spirit within his human spirit.)

The believer has three options at this time:

· Give because the Holy Spirit has led to give.

· Refuse Holy Spirit leadership and NOT give.

· Delay giving for “whatever” reason.

The Location for Giving is from the Soul’s Application Center
While the Holy Spirit actively leads from within the human spirit, He passively infuses all personal application made from the soul’s Application Center when the application is related to Holy Spirit leadership that came from within the human spirit.
Two Ways to Apply from the Application Center (Launching Pad)

There are two possible ways that the believer might apply from the Application Center:
1.
under the influence of the body’s sinful nature (an act of giving that is flesh absorbed and infused; old-man application).  In this case, the believer’s failure is because he failed to be clean before the Lord or failed to want to know the will of God in this circumstance from the human spirit level.
2.
under the influence of the Holy Spirit (an act of giving that is Holy Spirit absorbed and infused; new-man application).  In this case, the believer’s willingness to give is because he was clean before the Lord and wanted to know the will of God in this circumstance from the human spirit level.

Conclusions

 1.
Giving relates the born-again Christian life to both the human spirit and the soul’s Application Center.

· The human spirit is the location from which Holy Spirit leadership is received.

· The Application Center is the location from which the act of giving takes place.

 2.
Giving can occur from two sources:

· old-man source.
· new-man source.
 3.
Giving can be influenced in two ways:

· sinful nature influence.

· Holy Spirit influence.

 4.
Giving can result in the following for the believer:

· human good.
· divine good.
 5.
Giving can have the following benefits:

· recipient blessed on all occasions.

· no temporal or eternal benefit derived by the giver.

· both temporal and eternal benefit derived by the giver.

Final Questions:

· From what influence do you give?  sinful nature or Holy Spirit.
· From what source do you give:  old-man or new-man.
· Why do you give?  motivated by old-man belief or motivated by new-man belief.
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