LITERATURE


LOVE YOUR ENEMIES
Texts:  Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:27, 35

Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; KJV

Luke 6:27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, KJV

Luke 6:35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. KJV

Introduction

Some Pastors are telling Christians that they need to “love their enemies.”  In view of the present fact that Hamas has been launching rockets into Israeli territory, injuring Israeli citizens, the question arises whether Israel is escalating the violence because they have moved their troops into the Gaza Strip, the location from which the Hamas rockets have been being launched?
Before answering that question, the following facts should be considered:

Statement #1:  Hamas officials said the attack was revenge for the deaths over the past 11 days of 11 militants and the recent increased Israeli closure of Gaza crossings. They said that while they wanted to continue the 5-month-old truce with Israel, it seemed to them that Israel did not and if that was the case, Israel would pay the consequences.
Let’s suppose the accuracy of that statement.  After reading the following statement, answer the question that follows that statement.

Statement #2:  The confrontations, following five months of relative calm, began to spike earlier this month when the Israeli military destroyed a tunnel being dug toward Israel. The army feared that the tunnel would be used to seize an Israeli soldier as a bargaining chip, like Cpl. Gilad Schalit, held by Hamas for more than two years.

Did the Hamas statement # 1 say anything about a tunnel?  Answer:  No.

Did Israel have any reason to believe that the tunnel being dug toward Israel might be used to capture an Israeli soldier?  Answer:  Yes?
Question:  Why might Israel have believed that the tunnel being dug toward Israel might be going to be used in an attempt to capture Israeli soldier?

Answer:  Early on Sunday morning, 25 June 2006, Shalit was captured by Palestinian militants who attacked an Israeli army post on the Israeli side of the southern Gaza Strip border after having crossed through an underground tunnel near the Kerem Shalom border crossing.

Israel determined to destroy the tunnel, and during the destruction of that tunnel, six Hamas militants were killed.

Hamas retaliated by launching rockets into Israel.

Israel then invaded the Gaza Strip to stop the rocket launchings into its territory.

In view of these events, I have been asked to answer the following question that is creating a conflict in the minds of many Christians:  If we are commanded to “love our enemies,” does loving your enemies imply that you CANNOT defend yourself against any aggressive action made toward you by an enemy? or does this imply that one nation CANNOT defend itself against an enemy nation for aggressive action being taken toward it by its national enemy?  Answer to both questions:  NO!!
ANSWER
 1.
In the first place, Christians are not told to “love your enemies.”  Our three text passages are commands given by Jesus to His disciples regarding a law that will govern Israel during the millennium.  These three verses have absolutely NO application for the Christian.  Note the context:  
“Matt 5:43-44 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.  44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; KJV

 2.
To apply any of these three text passages to Christians during the Church Age is to do so from one of three possible erroneous theological positions:
· Covenant Theology

· Neo-Dispensationalism

· A generalization as though every passage has an application to the Christian

 3.
Look at these verses again:
Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love [ agapaw ] your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; KJV

Luke 6:27 But I say unto you which hear, Love [ agapaw ] your enemies, do good to them which hate you, KJV

Luke 6:35 But love [ agapaw ] ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. KJV

Note that the word for love in all three verses is the Greek verb agapaw, not the Greek verb filew.

filew love implies rapport and compatibility between or among those being loved; this is “friendship-love.”  In this type of love, the merit is in the object of love.  If this were the word used in our three text passages, this would means that Israel would love the Hamas based upon a rapport and compatibility between the two.  We know that that there is no rapport and compatibility, no friendship between the two.
agapaw love is respect for another person’s freedom to pursue his own internalized goal.  In this type of love, the merit is in the subject, the one doing the loving.

The focus of filew love is friendship: the focus of agapaw love is freedom.
 4.
agapaw Love and Freedom

A.
Freedom can be responsible or irresponsible.

1)
Responsible freedom occurs when two persons or groups of persons seek to achieve their own internalize goal without disrupting the right of each other to achieve those goals.
2)
Irresponsible freedom occurs when two persons or groups of persons seek to achieve their own internalized goal, and by doing so, one of those persons or groups disrupts the freedom of the other to reach their goal.

B.
Responsible freedom is not the issue between Israel and Hamas.  The issue is irresponsible freedom.

C.
Irresponsible freedom?  Yes.  Since there was a “six month cease fire agreement,” we cannot not look back beyond that to lay blame for the current period of violence.  Who then was the initiator?  When Israel discovered the tunnel being dug toward Israel, Israel had every reason to believe that this was not a tunnel being dug for friendly reasons.  Hamas had previously dug a similar tunnel, captured an Israeli soldier and continues to hold him hostage until today as a bargaining chip for the “release of all female Palestinian prisoners and all Palestinian prisoners under the age of 18.”
 5.
Irresponsible Freedom Permits Consequence

Freedom is an inalienable right that comes from God to every member of the human race.  When a person or nation’s freedom, the most fundamental principle of human life, is usurped by another, the one whose freedom is being usurped has the prerogative of defending that freedom or restoring that freedom that has been lost.
War is hell, and lives are lost during warfare.  Innocent lives are often lost in warfare, but that is life.  That’s the nature of war.  The very fact that innocent lives may be lost during warfare does not justify a pacifist attitude toward one’s enemies when your freedoms are being usurped.
Should war be the first option when national freedoms are usurped.  Perhaps not, but when diplomatic solutions fail, war may be the only remaining option, and when that option is implemented, killing the enemy is the alternative.

 6.
It has been demonstrated that the three text verses have no application to the Church Age.  The question might then arise whether agapaw verses associated with the Church Age should apply when facing a national enemy.  Let’s assume that the answer is yes.  How then would they apply?
Answer:  Since the objective of warfare is to win the peace, winning the peace in warfare may require killing at least some of the enemy.  The issue in killing the enemy is not that the dead man’s freedom has been permanently removed, but that the freedom you have lost has been restored.  Your enemy as the problem, not you.
 7.
agapaw love is not some dripping sweet, gushy, sweetness and light.  That’s what you might expect from filew love, but certainly not agapw love.

 8.
agapaw love is also associated with objectivity, one of the basic modus operandi of gate two of the divine dynasphere.

· Objectivity must be differentiated from subjectivity.

· In this scenario, subjectivity indicates that the standard for living would be intrinsic within the human being.

· Objectivity indicates that the standard for living would be found in a source outside the human being.

· In this scenario, the objective standard is God’s Word, the source of which is God Himself.

· Human viewpoint is the tool of subjectivity.  Negative emotions are the tool of subjectivity.
· Objectivity is the tool of divine viewpoint.
· Question:  If God is agapaw love, and agapaw love is commanded of the Christian, how is it that God can kill in warfare, but man cannot?

· Answer:  God can and God has given permission for man to do the same.

 9.
Look at these two verses:
Passage applicable to Israel prior to the millennium:  Joel 3:10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. KJV

Millennial Passage:  Micah 4:3 And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. KJV
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