FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE:  A SYSTEM

The following document is Al Rosenblum’s thought, edited by Dr. Jim.

“faith, hope, and love” ARE separate virtues (distinct from one another:  faith is not hope, faith is not love; hope is not faith, hope is not love; love is not faith, love is not hope.  In this sense they are separate and different from one another.  However, these three virtues should not be divorced from one another.  Together, they form a system.

A system is a regularly interacting or interdependent group of items forming a unified whole.

· The interacting items are faith, hope, and love.

· The interdependent items are faith, hope, and love.

· The items regularly interact in interdependence on every occasion that an application is made to a life situation.

When faith, hope, and love are operating as a system, and that system results in old-man function, it can be shown how faith, hope, and love work from the inside to the outside.
The short version of “inside-to-outside” is demonstrated like this:

· Faith refers to your beliefs.

· Hope relates to your expectations.

· Love is a strategy designed to achieve a goal.

The long version of “inside-to-outside” views the following distinctions as levels or layers of behaviors and places their occurrence in logic order:

Our initial needs/desires cause us to develop ideas about how these needs/desires can be fulfilled.

Once an idea is developed, we believe it, and it becomes part of our belief system.

We develop our ideas from the limited experience of our childhood.

Once we have beliefs, out of them we create expectations.

Our expectations are simply what our beliefs tell us should happen.

One of our beliefs is that whatever happens in life is the result of our own efforts.

When we believe and expect our needs/desires to be met in specific ways, . . .

From these expectations, we develop relational strategies intended to accomplish our goals.

Our strategies are approaches to relationships that we think will cause the desired response from others.

Our goals will either be reached or not reached dependent upon whether the strategy applied is capable of producing the goal sought.
These three layers of thinking, namely, faith, hope, and love are the inner world of both the old-man and the new-man.

Both the old-man and the new-man operate using faith (belief), hope (expectation), and love (strategy).  When the old-man’s faith, hope, and love are viewed as a system, that system as a whole is false because it is based on human viewpoint.  When the new-man’s faith, hope, and love are viewed as a system, that system as a whole is true because it is based on divine viewpoint.

1 Corinthians 13:13 But now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest of these is love. (ASV)

A legitimate question:  Why is love the greatest of these three virtues?

The answer:  Love is the capstone of three virtues that completes a system.  While love cannot be manifested without faith and hope, faith is only the first step in the logical progression of the outworking of the system to which is a part.  While love cannot be manifested without faith and hope, hope is merely the second step in the logical progression of the outworking of the system to which is a part.  You can hold a belief without attaching it to a hope and the manifestation of love.  You can hold a belief with a hope without attaching them to the manifestation of love.  Since you cannot manifest love without faith and hope, love then becomes the greatest of the three because it is the culmination of faith and hope.

