DOES THE NEW-MAN GRIEVE SUBJECTIVELY?
Thesis:  The new-man never grieves for self.

Corollary:  Only the old-man grieves for self.
Introduction
What I am about to write will not meet with approval from the crowd whose ability to reason has been blinded by old-man emotion (feelings).  Neither will it be readily accepted by those whose old-man function is influenced by an ascetic trend.  By the latter it will be viewed as too academic, too calculated – and just too harsh.  I contend that it is truth meant to serve the needs of the hungry-heart.
The question that I want to consider deals with grief associated with the physical death of a loved one.  My question:  Does the new-man grieve for self upon the loss of a loved one to physical death?  My answer:  No, the new-man does not grieve for self upon the physical death of a loved one – no, not even for a moment.
If, in fact, grief for self is manifested upon the physical death of a loved one, it will always be the old-man that is grieving, and never the new-man.
Counsel Unclear

How many times have I said to families over the past forty years when I was officiating a funeral service, “Grieving is normal, but extended grief is abnormal.”

By repeatedly making that statement throughout my years of ministry, I reinforced the notion that grieving is normal upon the physical death of a loved one, but in so doing, I continually failed in two areas of counsel:  1) I indicated that grieving was normal, but I failed to say normal for whom; and 2) I stated that there was a time when normal grief became abnormal, but I failed to be specific about how to identify the specific moment after which normal grief became abnormal.  I admit that this was not wise counsel.
I will not attempt to offer an excuse for this unwise counsel, but in seeking to identify the reason why I did so, I can only say that I was stating what I had heard other preachers say under similar circumstances.  My old-man had picked up an old-man world-view from my peers.  I had certainly not learned this from the Holy Spirit, and seminary does not fully equip even the most sincere man for the pastorate.  Most of his learning comes while on-the-job in the midst-of-the-fire of day-to-day ministry.

I had said time-and-time again, “. . . but extended grief is abnormal.”

One day I woke up – not in bed, but in life – and asked myself a question, “Has any one ever stopped long enough to consider an answer for the question that lies in wait when someone else finally wakes up and asks the question, ‘How do I know when my normal grief is extended to the point of becoming abnormal?’”  I’d never heard anyone answer that question – perhaps because I’d never heard anyone ask the question.  I then said to myself in self-talk, “It’s time to ask the question and provide the answer.”
Grief Defined

Consulting an English dictionary, the meaning of the word “grief” is as follows:

1.
Deep mental anguish, as that arising from bereavement. See synonyms at “regret.”

2.
A source of deep mental anguish. 

3.
Annoyance or frustration: Trying to follow their directions was nothing but grief. 

4.
Trouble or difficulty: the griefs of trying to meet a deadline. 

5.
Archaic. A grievance.

Better Take a Look at Each Definition

Let’s take a look at each definition, one-at-a-time, and let’s apply each definition to the physical death of a loved one as the circumstance being handled by the old-man and the new-man.
In addition, be aware that these definitions are dictionary definitions, and it is reasonable to assert the following:  these definitions are not biblical definitions, but definitions determined by old-man scholarship observing old-man reactions to very real life situations.
If this is the case, and I assert that it is, we should make no effort to impose upon the new-man the nature of the old-man reactions to the circumstances of life.

Now, on to the definitions for grief.

 1.
Deep mental anguish, as that arising from bereavement. See synonyms at “regret.”

This states grief as something that begins in the mind and manifests itself in strong emotion.  It is normally triggered by a circumstance of life, for example, the physical death of a loved one, resulting in a condition referred to in the definition as bereavement.

Note the following:
1)
This definition tells us what grief is.

2)
This definition doesn’t tell us who is grieving, just what grief is.

3)
This definition does not come from the Bible, but rather from someone observing human nature.

4)
Since this definition comes from observing human nature, it would be an observation of bereavement as an old-man function.
5)
We should not allow an old-man function to become the equivalent of new-man function.

6)
To discover the new-man response to the physical death of a loved one, we need to turn to the Bible, not to a dictionary.

7)
If care is not taken, we, as Christians, might well adopt many of our strategies and world-views using a dictionary as our source, rather than the Bible.  God forbid!
 2.
A source of deep mental anguish. 

1)
Be careful here.  This does not focus on grief as mental anguish, but on the source that brought on the mental anguish.

2)
By defining grief as a source, this definition indicates that the circumstance that brought on the mental anguish can be referred to as grief.  This implies that the death of a loved one, as a circumstance of life, is the grief that brought on the deep mental aguish.
3)
This equates circumstance and mental anguish.  It equates both cause and effect, and this is extremely dangerous to the spiritual life.  If a cause is grief, and a result is grief, then this means that grief results in grief.

4)
Here’s the problem:  If both cause and effect are equivalent, unless there is a deterrent mentioned, is it not implied that when the cause occurs, the effect is inevitable?

5)
Here’s the application:  Since cause and effect are equivalent, when the grievous circumstance of the death of a loved one occurs, it is inevitable that deep mental anguish will follow.

6)
Note again that this is not a biblical definition.  It is a dictionary definition and without doubt is determined by observation of human nature which is the observation of old-man nature.
7)
Since human nature is equivalent to old-man nature, any observation of human nature teaches us that circumstances can be the source of old-man grief.

8)
Danger:  Do not conclude that any given circumstance of life that generates grief in one human being will necessarily generate grief in every human being.  This would make the old-man nature and new-man nature equivalent, and that’s horribly untrue.

9)
There is no amount of reasoning, no matter how sincere, no matter how academic, no matter from whose brain it comes, that will ever equate new-man nature with old-man nature.  Both are what they are; and their natures are mutually exclusive.

10
Just because the old-man grieves at the death of a love one does not mean that the new-man is bound to do the same.
 3.
Annoyance or frustration: Trying to follow their directions was nothing but grief.
1)
Here, grief is not referred to as deep mental anguish, but merely as an annoyance or frustration.

2)
Obviously, there must be a cause for the annoyance or frustration.  The cause would be some circumstance of life; here, the death of a loved one.
3)
Note again, this is not a biblical definition, but a dictionary definition whose definition has to be determined by observing human nature.

4)
Since human nature is equivalent to old-man nature, this indicates that certain circumstances of life, like the death of a loved one, annoy or frustrate the old-man.

5)
Are we to conclude that since old-man nature and new-man nature are mutually exclusive that new-man nature would be equally annoyed or frustrated by the death of a loved one that annoys or frustrates the old-man?  I think not!

 4.
Trouble or difficulty: the griefs of trying to meet a deadline. 

1)
Here, again, grief is not referred to as deep mental anguish, but merely as trouble or difficulty.

2)
Obviously, there must be a cause for the trouble or difficulty.  The cause would be some circumstance of life; here, the death of a loved one.
3)
Note again, this is not a biblical definition, but a dictionary definition whose definition has to be determined by observing human nature.

4)
Since human nature is equivalent to old-man nature, this indicates that certain circumstances of life, such as the death of a loved one, create trouble or difficulty for the old-man.

5)
Are we to conclude that since old-man nature and new-man nature are mutually exclusive that new-man nature would be equally troubled by or find difficulty with the death of a loved one?  I think not!

 5.
Archaic. A grievance.

Since this definition is determined to be archaic, there is no need to consider it here.
Three Terms to Consider
Three terms should be understood:  1) objective grief; 2) subjective grief; and 3) circumstantial grief.
· objective grief:  grieving for someone other than yourself

· subjective grief:  grieving for yourself

· circumstantial grief:  the circumstance that causes grief for others or self

A Word of Caution
Objective and subjective grief when manifested will be manifested by a human being.  In that sense, both of these forms of grief might be said to be subjective because the person doing the grieving is the person manifesting the grief.  So, as we further consider the concepts of objective and subjective grief, we will not be laboring the who because we know who is doing the grieving.  Therefore, the focus of objective and subjective grief will not be on who is grieving, but on “for whom the griever is grieving – is it one’s self or someone else?

Suppose for a moment that you are grieving for a person into whose life has come some form of adversity.  Questions arise regarding two things:  1) Who is the person who has suffered the adversity? 2) For whom are you grieving?  Has the adversity come into the life of a person other than yourself and you are grieving for them, or has the adversity come into your own life and you are grieving for yourself.  If the object of your grief is someone else, this will be referred to as “objective grief.”  If the object of your grief is yourself, this will be referred to as “subjective grief.”
Capacity for Grief

Both the old-man and the new-man have capacity for “objective grief,” meaning they have capacity to grieve FOR others.  The old-man has capacity for “subjective grief,” meaning he can grieve about himself.  However, this document concludes that the new-man is incapable of “subjective grief,” meaning he is incapable of grieving ABOUT self.
In this document, “subjective grief” will always be considered to be an old-man function.

Confusion of Terms

Do not confuse the terms “Christian function” and “new-man function.”  They are not synonymous.  You can be a born-again Christian without functioning from the source of the new-man, but you cannot function from the source of the new-man without being a born-again Christian.
Because of the five generation slide away from the absolute truths of the inspired, inerrant, infallible Word of God, most Christians today have little to no understanding of the old-man new-man concepts.  For this reason, most Christians function from the source of their old-man, and then erroneously conclude that their best offerings to God are acceptable to Him because they represent the supposed norms of Christian function.
Old-man norms never equate with God the Father’s absolutely righteous standards just because these norms are held by a born-again Christian; and remember, Christian sincerity never passes the righteous standard test.

Justifying Subjective Grief
Again, today, born-again Christians, in general, without clearly understanding that they are doing so, function from the source of their old-man.  They conclude that whatever relational strategies and world-views they possess are divine norms because what they do is what most Christians are doing.  Their assumption is that their norms are alright in God’s sight.  This is no more than old-man logic that will be used to justify “subjective grief” at the time of the physical death of a loved one.
“Subjective grief,” focuses on self.  It’s egocentric, and no amount of rationalization will transform “subjective grief” into “objective grief.”

“Subjective grief” is produced by feeling sorry for one’s own self due to some adversity encountered in life; here, the death of a loved one.  “Subjective grief” is the result of allowing an inevitable adversity of life to enter the soul without first being countered by one of the ten problem solving devices that should have been deployed on the FLOT-line of the soul.  FLOT-line refers to “forward-line-of-troops.”  In this case, the adversity is the death of a loved one.
The Ten Problem Solving Devices and Subjective Grief
Do not despair.  Those who know that I have taught “11 problem solving devices” know that I did so by adding “Operation KRRY” as #11.  I also changed #1 from “Filled WITH the Spirit” to “Filled BY the Spirit.”  Since concluding that there is no such thing as “filled WITH the Spirit” in the post-canon period of the Church Age, and since “filled BY the Spirit” should be understood as “filled IN THE SPHERE OF the Spirit,” there is no need to list the latter because it is the result of the fourth step of “Operation KRRY,” namely, yielding to God the Holy Spirit; hence, ten problem solving devices.
The ten problem solving devices are listed:  1: Rebound Technique; 2: Operation "KRRY"; 3: Faith-Rest Drill; 4: Grace Orientation; 5: Doctrinal Orientation; 6: Personal Love for God (Phileo); 7: Impersonal Love for the Human Race (Agape); 8: Divine Happiness; 9: Personal Sense of Destiny; 10: Occupation with Christ.
The ten problem solving devices represent divine viewpoint solutions, synonymous with new-man thinking.  When the ten problem solving devices are deployed on the FLOT-line of the soul, the implication is that they are no longer in the new-man clothes closet.  They have been transferred from the new-man clothes closet to the place of dominance, namely, placed on the launching pad of the soul’s stream of consciousness.  The old-man counterpart clothing has been “taken-off,” removed from the place of dominance, and placed back in the old-man clothes closet.  The ten problem solving devices are on the launching pad awaiting the onslaught of any adversity of life, including the onslaught of the death of a loved one.
With the ten problem solving devices on the launching pad of the soul’s mentality, no adversity, no matter how adverse the adversity is considered to be, including grief that could be associated with the death of a loved one, will be permitted to enter the soul.  The possibility of “subjective grief” has been encountered and deflected.  The new-man has won the victory in this instance, and God the Father has been glorified because His grace provision was the means by which the new-man won the battle against adversity.
Winning the battle against adversity, in this instance grief associated with the death of a loved one, does not imply the elimination of the memory of the death of a loved one from one’s memory center.  Winning the battle simply refers to the fact that old-man grief was deterred when encountered, and a new-man solution had been applied to the circumstance.
But What About Objective Grief?
“Objective grief” is the feeling that one has for another person who has encountered some adversity of life.  Generally speaking, the adversity suffered by the other is of such a nature as to engender feelings of new-man sorrow for the person suffering from adversity.
Objective grief, if applied to the death of a loved one, may be the result of your considered opinion that the deceased had never become a born-again Christian and was now in hell awaiting the Great White Throne Judgment at which time the deceased would reap the benefit of his lifelong decision to reject Jesus Christ as Savior.  It’s important to know that objective grief is legitimate.  You are grieving, but not about yourself.  It’s about someone else.
Jesus and Grief

Every occasion that might be considered an occasion of Jesus grieving, when carefully viewed, will disclose His grief to be objective in nature.  It was always grieving about someone else, not grieving about Himself.
The notion that Jesus was grieving in the Garden of Gethsemane is a failure to distinguish between agony and grief.
“Luke 22:44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. (KJV)

Please note that it was the disciples, not Jesus, who were grieving in the Garden of Gethsemane.

“Luke 22:45 At last he [Jesus] stood up again and returned to the disciples, only to find them asleep, exhausted from grief [subjective:  they were grieving because He was going to depart from them].  (NLT)

Both agony and grief imply emotional pain, but all emotional pain does not imply grief.  Jesus was not feeling sorry for Himself while agonizing about the cross.  His agony regarded the three hours of separation of God the Son from God the Father the moment the first sin would be imputed to Him.  Nothing Eternal had ever experienced this type of separation.  Jesus, in His humanity, was objectively asking if there might be another way to pay the penalty for man’s sins.  He was agonizing, but He was not grieving.  Can you possibly believe that He was “feeling sorry for Himself” because He was going to die spiritually for the sins of the world?  Agony, yes.  Grief, no.  Hebrews 12:2 says “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the JOY that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. (KJV)
Grief in the Pauline Epistles
The word “grief” is used four times in three verses in the Pauline Epistles.  The questions regard whether these occasions of ‘grief” are subjective or objective, and if subjective, who is the person of persons manifesting the “grief.”
2 Corinthians 2:5 But if any have caused grief [subjective: a reference to a circumstance that could have caused grief to be experienced by those believers to whom Paul was writing], he hath not grieved me [subjective:  by his own admission, Paul did not experience subjective grief], but in part [subjective grief experienced not by all, but by some to whom Paul is writing]: that I may not overcharge you all. KJV

Hebrews 13:17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief [subjective:  an anthropopathism (these are Pastors in their resurrection body standing before Jesus at the bema seat giving account to Jesus as to why those under their ministry never reached Christian maturity); the counterpart to joy]: for that is unprofitable for you. KJV

1 Peter 2:19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief [this is an occasion where grief is circumstantial, not a deep emotion felt; the use of grief, here, does not indicate that this man is experiencing grief as a deep mental aguish, but rather, he is putting-up-with (enduring) the circumstance of suffering unfair treatment as indicated by the last two words in the sentence], suffering wrongfully. KJV
Sorrow in the Pauline Epistles

Grief and sorrow can be used synonymously; therefore, in fairness of treatment, the word sorrow is investigated in the Pauline Epistles.

Romans 9:2 That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow [objective grief: Paul’s sorrow is for lost Israel] in my heart. KJV

2 Corinthians 2:3 And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow [objective: Paul’s sorrow would be caused by those who should be bringing him joy] from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all. KJV

2 Corinthians 2:7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow [subjective: a reference to a carnal believer]. KJV

2 Corinthians 7:10 For godly sorrow [subjective: the sorrow of an unbeliever] worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow [subjective: the sorrow of the world] of the world worketh death. KJV

Philippians 2:27 For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow [both circumstantial: Epahroditus has departed Paul, and Paul is likely in prison at this time having to endure hardship after hardship of prison life; he is not feeling sorry for himself]. KJV

Phil 2:28 I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful [objective:  Paul’s sorrow was for those who had heard about Epaphroditus’ illness, and now that they would see him again, their rejoicing meant that Paul would sorrow less for them, not sorrow less about himself.]

1 Thessalonians 4:13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow [objective: Paul is discouraging even this type of sorrow on this occasion; they have no legitimate reason to sorrow about those who die before the rapture occurs; the dead in Christ will rise first] not, even as others which have no hope. KJV

Some Final Thoughts
 1.
At the moment of physical death, the born-again Christian comes face-to-face with Jesus Christ.

 2.
Suppose a decease family member was a born-again Christian.  When you get to heaven, if the deceased family member was . . . 
· your mother, she will now be your sister.

· your father will be your brother.

· your brother will be your brother.

· your sister will be your sister.

· your grandmother and aunts will be your sisters.

· your grandfather and uncles will be your brothers.

 3.
All subjective grief regarding the death of a loved one reduces itself to egocentric self-centeredness which is tantamount to old-man function.

 4.
There is no new-man rationale that will justify any amount of subjective grief over the loss of a loved one in physical death.

 5.
Subjective grief dishonors God and is tantamount to rejecting His grace provision to handle the adversity of the death of a loved one.

 6.
Death is simply the door through which all will enter into eternity.  If the new-man knows that the loved one has gone to heaven, can the new-man cite even one reason that is not egocentric and self-centered that would justify his unwillingness to release that loved one into the presence of Almighty God?
 7.
New-man thinking lacks nothing in spiritual knowledge; old-man thinking lacks everything in spiritual knowledge.

 8.
New-man thinking is Christocentric.  Old-man thinking is egocentric.

 9.
What part of old-man thinking beyond the laws of divine establishment and the four divine institutions is acceptable to God the Father?  Answer:  none.

10.
The mature Christian will not subjectively grieve the loss of a loved in physical death.  Knowing the divine perspective about the nature of the devil’s world, knowing the divine perspective about heaven, do you think that your new-man would want your loved one back on this earth for even one second longer?  I think not.
Conclusion:  There is no reason to believe that both my thesis and its corollary have been not been supported and defended in this document.

Thesis:  The new-man never grieves for self.

Corollary:  Only the old-man grieves for self.

