Changing Clothes in the Christian Way of Life


CHANGING CLOTHES IN THE CHRISTIAN WAY OF LIFE

(Colossians 3:12-14)

Col. 3:12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

Col. 3:13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

Col. 3:14  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.  (KJV)

Introduction

A.
Foundational information needed to better understand this subject:

1)
The born-again believer is trichotomous:  spirit, soul, body.

2)
The soul of the believer has five parts:  self-consciousness, mentality, volition, emotion, conscience.

3)
The mentality of the soul has two lobes:  left-lobe, right-lobe.

4)
The right lobe of the mentality is called the heart.

5)
The heart has two parts:  stream of consciousness, subconscious.

6)
The stream of consciousness has seven compartments:  memory center, frame of reference, vocabulary storage, categorical storage, momentum, conscience, wisdom.

7)
The memory center is the location of the old-man clothes closet from the moment of physical birth and the new-man clothes closet from the moment of spiritual birth.
B.
Old-man information.

1)
The old-man is the personification of the soul under the influence of the sinful nature (old-sin-nature).

2)
Old-man-thinking is the vocabulary phrase used to designate the type of thinking associated with the old-man.

3)
Old-man-thinking includes every category of human viewpoint information.

4)
Old-man thinking can be either sinful or human good.

C.
New-man information.

1)
The new-man is the personification of the soul under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

2)
New-man-thinking is the vocabulary phrase used to designate the type of thinking associated with the new-man.

3)
New-man thinking includes every category of divine viewpoint information.

4)
New-man thinking can be associated with the laws of divine establishment and the four divine institutions, the gospel, or the royal family honor code.

D.
Prior to the Christian life, an individual has only one man living inside him.  The Bible refers to this man as the “old man.” (Romans 6:6)

E.
Every human being has an old-man living inside him and an old-man clothes closet from which his old-man clothing is applied.

F.
Every born-again Christian has a new-man living inside him, and a new-man clothes closet from which his new-man clothing is applied.

G.
Let’s talk about the clothing contained in the two clothes closets associated with every Christian’s life.

The Christian’s Clothes Closets and Their Clothing

 1.
The following diagram lists some of the clothing found in both the old-man and new-man clothes closets.

 2.
Neither side of the list is exhaustive, but representative of the kind of clothing found in each clothes closet.

	“old man clothing found in the old man’s clothes closet”
	
	“new man clothing found in the new man’s clothes closet”

	sexual immorality
	
	love

	impurity
	
	joy

	debauchery
	
	peace

	idolatry
	
	patience

	witchcraft
	
	kindness

	hatred
	
	goodness

	discord
	
	faithfulness

	jealousy
	
	gentleness

	fits of rage
	
	self-control

	selfish ambition
	
	bowels of mercies

	dissensions
	
	kindness

	factions
	
	humbleness of mind

	envy
	
	meekness

	orgies
	
	longsuffering

	impurity
	
	forbearing one another

	lust
	
	forgiving one another

	evil desires
	
	

	greed = which is idolatry
	
	

	anger
	
	

	rage
	
	

	malice
	
	

	slander
	
	

	filthy language from your lips
	
	

	do not lie to each other
	
	

	philanthropy
	
	

	humanitarianism
	
	

	altruism
	
	


The Christian’s Clothes Closets
 1.
The moment someone is saved, the Lord immediately provides the new believer with a new-man and a new man’s clothes closet, but the new-man’s closet is empty the moment he receives it.  There are no clothes in his new clothes closet!

 2.
The Christian has two clothes closets:

A.
The Christian’s old-man clothes closet.

B.
The Christian’s new-man clothes closet.

 3.
The Christian’s old-man clothes closet:

A.
It is carried by him into his new Christian life as baggage from his pre-Christian life.

B.
A new Christian cannot avoid bringing his old-man clothes closet with him.  God’s plan includes bringing it with him from his lost condition into his saved condition.

1)
From a position of ignorance, a Christian may do the following regarding his old-man clothes closet:

a.
ignore its existence.

b.
deny its existence.

c.
acknowledge its existence, put-on the clothing contained in it, and say, in defeat, there is nothing he can do about it.

2)
From a position of full-knowledge [ epignwsij  knowledge ] of pertinent truth, he can acknowledge that God has made provision for every Christian to victoriously overcome the old-man and his old-man clothes closet.

C.
Some people think, contrary to Scripture, that the old-man and his old-man clothes closet are left behind at the door of salvation; then, they erroneously conclude that an individual was never saved when his old-man emerges with old-man clothing at some time after he has professed salvation.

D.
As long as a human beings (including Christians) are alive, human beings (including Christians) will have an old-man clothes closet present in their soul.

E.
A distinction should be made between the old-man’s clothes closet and the clothes in the closet.

1)
The old-man’s clothes closet is that portion of the memory center reserved to store old-man clothing.

2)
The “clothes” in the old-man closet are personal sin and human good options available to the unbeliever and the carnal believer as potential reactions to life situations.

F.
A distinction should be made between the new-man’s clothes closet and the clothes in that closet.

1)
The new man’s clothes closet is that portion of the memory center reserved to store new-man clothing.”

2)
The clothes in the new-man’s closet are the divine options available to the spiritual believer as potential responses to life situations.

 4.
The location of the old man clothes closet and the new man clothes closet:  both closets are contained in the memory center compartment of the soul’s stream of consciousness.

A.
They are separate and distinct closets, but resident in the memory center.

B.
As there are separate and distinct clothes closets in the same house, the old-man and new-man clothes closets reside in the same memory center of the Christian’s soul.

 5.
How each clothes closet becomes furnished with clothing:

A.
Birth provides an empty clothes closet.

1)
Individuals are born physically with an empty old-man clothes closet.

2)
Individuals are born-again with an empty new-man clothes closet.

B.
Each clothes closet is furnished by learning.

1)
The old-man clothes closet becomes furnished by learning information associated with human viewpoint.  (Isaiah 55:8-9)

2)
The new-man clothes closet becomes furnished by learning information associated with divine viewpoint.  (Isaiah 55:8-9)

C.
Since learning is a process, each clothes closet is furnished over a period of time as an individual learns.

D.
There is no one-shot experience that fully furnishes either clothes closet.

E.
The sources of information that furnish the empty clothes closets.

1)
The old-man clothes closet can be furnished by anyone or anything that conveys human viewpoint information.

2)
The new-man clothes closet can be furnished by anyone or anything that conveys divine viewpoint information.

The Concept of Putting-off the Old-man and Putting-on the New-man

 1.
To “Put-off” and “put-on” is a process.

 2.
You cannot “put-on” before you “put-off.”

 3.
You must “put-off” before you can “put-on.”

 4.
To “put-off” does not permanently remove.

 5.
To “put-on” does not permanently put in place.

 6.
To “put-off” means to remove from a position of dominance.

 7.
To “put-on” means to place to a position of dominance.

 8.
It is old-man thinking that is to be removed from a position of dominance in the heart.

 9.
It is new-man thinking that is to be placed in a position of dominance in the heart.

10.
“putting-off” and “putting-on” do not refer to application; they refer to dominance in the heart.

11.
When something is “put-off,” it is removed from the place of dominance.

12.
When something is “put-on,” it is placed in the place of dominance.

13.
It is from the place of dominance that application is made.

14.
The type of thinking, old-man or new-man, that is in the place of dominance is determined by a momentary conscious choice or by practice from subconscious habit.

15.
When the believer encounters a circumstance of life, whatever form of thinking is in the dominant position will be applied, whether it be old-man thinking or new-man thinking.

16.
Spiritual growth takes place when old-man thinking is “put-off” from the place of dominance and application is made with new-man thinking that was “put-on” to replace it.

17.
“putting-off” and “putting-on” are conscious choices, but application becomes habitual (without thought) as the Christian advances toward and into maturity.
The Analogy

 1.
Every Christian has two clothes closets:

A.
The old man’s clothes closet.

B.
The new man’s clothes closet.

 2.
It is important to understand that when a human being enters the Christian life, the old-man clothes closet that comes with him already contains old-man clothing, but the new-man clothes closet is completely empty.

 3.
Salvation does not put clothes in the new-man clothes closet.  Salvation simply creates the new-man’s clothes closet.

 4.
Salvation creates the new man’s clothes closet.  Learning information associated with new-man thinking puts clothes in the new-man’s closet.

 5.
Since learning information associated with new-man thinking is the key to putting clothes in the new-man’s closet, it is possible for a Christian to go through his entire Christian life with his new-man clothes closet completely empty.

A.
For example:  If a Christian never sits under the teaching ministry of a Pastor who is teaching new-man thinking, his new-man clothes closet may remain bare, and he is limited to old-man clothing.  (Does this not explain why so many Christians’ new-man clothes closet is bare?)

B.
For example:  A Christian can study the Bible, but if his study excludes information associated with new-man thinking, his new-man clothes closet remains bare, and he is limited to old-man clothing. (Does this not explain why so many Christians’ new-man clothes closet is bare?)

 6.
The degree to which a Christian learns information associated with new-man thinking determines the degree to which a Christian’s new-man’s closet is full.

 7.
Every piece of information associated with new-man thinking represents a piece of new-man clothing that should be added to the new-man’s clothes closet.  New-man thinking cannot be added if it not learned.

 8.
It is possible to have a closet full of new-man clothing, and then choose to wear (put-on) a piece of old-man clothing, improper for the occasion.  (It’s all a matter of choice.  Remember that volition is always the issue in the Christian way of life.)

 9.
The Bible illustrates both old-man and new-man clothing.  (KJV)

A.
Old-Man Clothing:  (Galatians 5:19-21; Colossians 3:5, 8, 9).

1)
old man clothing can be acts of personal sin:

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelings.

fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, covetousness (which is idolatry), anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth, lie not one to another.

2)
old man clothing can also be acts of human good:  humanitarianism, philanthropy, altruism.

B.
New-Man Clothing:  (Galatians 5:22-23; Colossians 3:12-13).

1)
the characteristics of Christ:  love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.

2)
other Christian virtues commanded by God:  bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, forgiving one another.

3)
acts of worship commanded by God of the Christian believer priest:  (Hebrews 13:15-18)

· praise to God (thanksgiving)

· doing good

· giving

· obedience to them that have rule over you

· prayer

C.
Both 9 (A.) and (B.) are representative, and not exhaustive.

PREPARING TO CHANGE CLOTHES
 1.
Changing clothes implies putting-off an old-man piece of clothing and putting-on a new-man piece of clothing.

 2.
The direction of change in this section deals with putting-off old-man clothing and replacing it with new-man clothing, and not the reverse.

 3.
New-man clothing can be put-on ONLY while the Christian is functioning within the sphere referred to as “IN the Spirit.” (This is a concept that I have not taught until this morning, but believe it to be accurate and essential to understand the old-man new-man concept.)

 4.
New-man clothing can be “put-on” ONLY while the born-again Christian is functioning from the source of his new-man.
You access the new-man by invoking the process of “Operation KRRY.”

When yielded to God the Holy Spirit as the 4th step in “Operation KRRY,” the Christian is said to be “in the sphere of the Spirit.”

When in the sphere of the Spirit, the believer has accessed his new-man.

It is from the source of the new-man that new-man clothing is applied to the circumstances of life.
 5.
The mechanics of function “IN the Spirit” (in the sphere of the Spirit) requires the following conditions to be occurring simultaneously:  (They don’t have to be met at the same time; however, they must be occurring at the same time.)

· saved

· clean before the Lord through up-to-date confession of post-salvation sins

· functioning in “Operation KRRY”

· yielded to God the Holy Spirit as noted by the “Y” in “Operation KRRY”

· residing “in the sphere of the Spirit” which is the location within which new-man function occurs

LEVELS OF DEVELOPMENT

 1.
Consider the following stages of Christian development analogous to human development:

	Human Development
	Christian Development

	newborn
	brephos

	not speaking
	nepios

	toddler
	pais

	under authority
	teknon

	adult son
	huios


 2.
As the Christian develops his Christian walk from the source of the “new-man,” he develops a habit of applying the appropriate absolute truth to his life situations. (Remember, you can’t apply what you don’t know.)
 3.
When absolute truth is applied to life situations habitually, the indication is that application is made without having to give thought to the particular response that needs to be made.  It is made “automatically” without forethought because the particular application is in a dominant position in heart, ready to be spontaneously applied when triggered by the circumstance.
 4.
Prior to reaching Christian maturity, the Christian will vacillate between old-man function and new-man function, and such vacillation is normal.
Old-man function occurs when an old-man thought, an old-man spoken word, or an old-man overt act is applied to a circumstance of life.

New-man function occurs when a new-man thought, a new-man spoken word, or a new-man overt act is applied to a circumstance of life.

 5,
Prior to reaching Christian maturity, the Christian will periodically be challenged by his circumstances to think about the necessity of unseating his habitually dominant old-man solutions and replacing them with his recently learned new-man solution.  (This type of challenge is normal.)
(If you are going to change your lifestyle from old-man function to new-man function, you will have to stop thinking about what your new-man isn’t doing and start thinking about the circumstances that trigger your habitual old-man function.)
The challenging circumstances are finally recognized when you say to yourself “somethin’ ain’t workin,” and you’ve reached the point of believing that maybe you ought to give God’s plan a shot.

 6.
The point:

· Until new-man solutions are learned, old-man solutions are applied automatically as a form of habit.

· In spiritual development from brephos to huios, some old-man solutions will be applied as a form of habit, and some new-man” solutions will be applied as a matter of forethought (somethin’ ain’t workin’) to gain a position of dominance.

· When Christian maturity is reached, new-man solutions are applied automatically as a form of habit, requiring no forethought.

(go to the diagram:  “Moving from Bad Habit to Good Habit”

THE MECHANICS OF CHANGING CLOTHES
1.
A Christian is confronted with a life situation (a set of circumstances).

 2.
The believer must put on clothes appropriate for the life situation.
 3.
The life situation triggers the soul to immediately react with a piece of old-man clothing or to respond with a piece of new-man clothing.

A.
An attitude (state of mind) of positive volition (demonstrated by yieldedness as the 4th step in the function of “Operation KRRY) triggers new-man thinking to respond with the piece of new-man clothing from the new-man clothes closet that is appropriate for the circumstance of life.

B.
An attitude (state of mind) of negative volition (yieldedness to the old-sin-nature) triggers old-man thinking to react with the piece of old-man clothing from the old-man clothes closet that is inappropriate for the circumstance of life.

 4.
There are two possible options when a life situation triggers the soul’s mentality to consider a piece of clothing to put-on in a life situation:

A.
new-man thinking is the positive volition option to respond to the life situation.

B.
old-man thinking is the negative volition option to react to the life situation.

 5.
Once a decision has been made, whether consciously (a conscious choice) or subconsciously (habitually), a chain of events is set in motion.

A.
If the optional choice is new-man thinking, the following chain of events take place:

1)
Early in the Christian life, until the appropriate response becomes habitual, the believer looks into his new-man clothes closet for the appropriate piece of new-man clothing with which to respond to the life situation.  (This is the “what should I do” phase before application becomes habitual.)
2)
New-man thinking settles on the appropriate piece of new-man clothing to put-on for the occasion.  (This assumes that the appropriate piece of clothing is already in the new-man clothes closet.)

3)
An attitude of yieldedness to the Holy Spirit has already placed the believer “within the sphere of the Spirit” from which sphere the believer now puts-on that piece of new-man clothing that he has determined should be put-on.

a.
The Bible is the warehouse that supplies new-man clothing.

b.
The Holy Spirit teaches the believer to identify new-man clothing that is in the warehouse.

c.
The believer accepts this teaching and by faith places the new-man clothing in his new-man clothes closet.  (This is gnwsij converted to epignwsij.)

d.
In any given circumstance, the believer HIMSELF is required to put-on the appropriate piece of new-man clothing.  (This is not what is generally taught.)

e.
The Holy Spirit DOES NOT put-on the believer’s new-man clothing for him.

f.
The Holy Spirit is the sphere within which the believer is operating through yieldedness. (As the Christian is “in Christ” because of an act of faith for salvation, so the Christian through yieldedness enters “into the sphere of the Holy Spirit” from which sphere the believer will put-on the necessary piece of clothing.  Listen to the following verses of Scripture that reference the “sphere of the Spirit”:

Ephesians 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; KJV

Colossians 1:8 Who also declared unto us your love in the spirit. KJV

Revelation 1:10 I was in the spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, KJV

Revelation 4:2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. KJV)

[I have always wondered how a Christian could be “in the Spirit.” I now know.)

g.
Until the new-man’s application becomes habitual, the believer must select the new-man clothing that he desires to put on (move to the position of dominance).
h.
The believer cannot put on any piece of clothing that is not already in the closet.

Principle in a nutshell:  Yieldedness to the Holy Spirit places the believer “in the sphere” of the Holy Spirit, hence, he is said to be “in the Spirit,” from which sphere the believer chooses from his new-man clothes closet the appropriate piece of clothing to put-on.  Putting-on a piece of new-man clothing is tantamount to moving that piece of clothing into the place of dominance in the heart.

B.
If a decision is made to follow “old man thinking,” the following chain of events takes place:

1)
Early in life, the unbeliever begins to learn relational strategies and world views from his parents and peers.

2)
These relational strategies and world views are old-man strategies and world views because the unbeliever functions by default under the influence of his old-sin-nature.

3)
Until an inappropriate reaction becomes habitual, the unbeliever looks into his old-man clothes closet for a piece of old-man clothing with which to react to the life situation.

4)
Old-man thinking settles on a piece of old-man clothing to put on for the occasion.

5)
An attitude of default yieldedness to the old-sin-nature has already placed the believer “within in the sphere” of the old-sin-nature from which sphere the unbeliever puts-on that piece of old-man clothing that he has determined should be put on.

a.
Life is the warehouse that supplies old-man clothing.

b.
The unbeliever learns by observation how to identify old-man clothing in the warehouse.

c.
The unbeliever accepts this teaching and by faith places the old-man clothing in his old-man clothes closet.  (This is pseudo-gnwsij converted to pseudo-epignwsij.)

d.
In any given circumstance, the unbeliever HIMSELF is required to put-on the inappropriate piece of old-man clothing.

e.
The old-sin-nature DOES NOT put-on the unbeliever’s old-man clothing for him.

f.
The old-sin-nature is the sphere within which the unbeliever is operating through yieldedness.

g.
Until the old-man’s application of putting-on his old-man clothing becomes habitual, the unbeliever selects the old-man clothing that he desires to put-on.

h.
The unbeliever cannot put-on any piece of old-man clothing that is not already in his old-man clothes closet.

Principle in a nutshell:  Yieldedness to the old-sin-nature places the unbeliever “within the sphere” of the old-sin-nature, hence, “in the flesh,” from which sphere the unbeliever chooses from his old-man clothes closet the inappropriate piece of clothing to put-on.  Putting-on a piece of old-man clothing is tantamount to placing a piece of clothing into the place of dominance in the heart.

6.
Some final thoughts regarding principles related to the concept of putting-on clothing:

A.
old-man clothing and new-man clothing are opposed to one another – except in the area of the Laws of Divine establishment and the Four Divine Institutions.
B.
You cannot have old-man clothing and new-man clothing in the place of dominance at the same time for the same circumstance.

C.
You cannot wear (apply) a piece of old-man clothing and a piece of new man clothing at the same time for the same circumstance.

D.
You cannot put old-man clothing in the new-man clothes closet.

E.
You cannot put new-man clothing in the old-man clothes closet.

F.
The act of putting-on new-man clothing is NOT a supernatural act; it should NOT be deemed as something beyond man’s capability.

G.
The purpose for being “in the Spirit” from which sphere all new-man function occurs, is that everything that emanates from this sphere is by its very nature either a demonstration of the character of Christ’s humanity, the benefit of which is spiritual growth, or an act of divine good, blessable-in-time and rewardable-in-eternity.
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