ANGER VS. RIGHTEOUS INDIGNATION
Text

Ephesians 4:26 Although you have become angry, in spite of that stop sinning.
Psalm 4:4 Tremble with anger, yet do not sin

 1.
Distinguish between these two types of anger:
sinful anger

righteous indignation

 2.
Anger is a mental attitude, but not always a mental attitude sin.

 3.
Sinful anger manifests itself in the following ways:

bitterness (a cluster of sins)
vindictiveness (revengeful)
 4.
Sinful anger that manifests vindictiveness manifests its vindictiveness in some form of retaliation:

verbal

gossip

maligning

criticism

physical (violence)
 5.
Righteous indignation is anger that manifests itself toward maltreatment in any form; the nature of this anger identifying itself in the following manners:
no form of retaliation:  mental, verbal, or overt
places the matter in the hands of the Lord (faith-rest)
 6.
The functions of anger:
Anger is old-man function when it is sinful anger.

Anger is new-man function when it is righteous indignation.

 7.
What begins as righteous indignation can become sinful anger the moment it retaliates and is not placed in the hands of the Lord.

 8.
Subjectivity vs. objectivity

sinful anger is a manifestation of subjectivity (egocentric)
righteous indignation is a manifestation of objectivity (Christocentric)
 9.
Anger and the Royal Family Honor Code
sinful anger violates the Royal Family Honor Code

righteous indignation does not violate the Royal Family Honor Code

10.
Verses related to sinful anger and righteous indignation:

Ephesians 4:26:  sinful anger

Psalm 4:4:  righteous indignation

Ephesians 4:26 “Although you have become angry, in spite of that stop sinning.”
Psalm 4:4 “Tremble with anger, yet do not sin.”
11.
Sinful anger can be open or hidden:

Open anger reacts immediately to a circumstance.

Hidden anger is held within until it explodes.

12.
Sinful anger violates the following principle of the Royal Family Honor Code:  two wrongs don’t make a right.

13.
Sinful anger that retaliates with verbal sins or some form of violence obstructs divine punishment (usurps God’s prerogative) and is blasphemy toward divine justice.

14.
Righteous indignation recognizes that integrity of God [(+R) + J + L)] will handle any maltreatment against a believer in a far better and more efficient manner than any human being might handle it; therefore, righteous indignation places maltreatment in the hand’s of God and allows the Lord to handle the matter.

15.
Righteous indignation is not limited to maltreatment.  It may manifest itself toward any act of evil wherein evil is defined as any distortion of truth no matter how slight the distortion.

16.
The key to understanding righteous indignation is that it is non-sinful anger that does not retaliate.

