ASKING THE RIGHT QUESTION

We as Christians are fighting a very real spiritual battle on three fronts:  the world, the flesh, and the devil.  Most Christians have no trouble identifying the works of the flesh and recognize them as repugnant to God.  In like manner, they recognize the work of Satan to be equally repugnant to God.  It’s the world that poses a problem for many Christians.  We have heard of the world, but to recognize it when we are participating in it seems to elude us.  If questioned about sinful activity, the Christian says, “You’re right.  This is sinful, and it’s wrong.”  If questioned about something they are thinking, they might say, “You’re right.  That’s false doctrine, and my thinking is wrong.”  BUT . . . if questioned about decisions that identify them with the world, they say, “Well, what’s wrong with it?”  No. The question is not what’s wrong with it?  The question is what’s right with it?  And the answer is simple.  There’s NOTHING right with it.

Generally speaking, sinful activity is not difficult to identify.  Sins are listed in the Bible, and when your thinking or actions match something in the list, you realize you are guilty of sin.  The believer who identifies himself with the devil learns that he has done so when he realizes that he has accepted a false doctrine and considered that false doctrine to be truth.
However, there seems to be a subtleness attached to identifying worldliness or worldly activity in our Christian lives, and yet the Word of God is very clear:  “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. (1 John 2:15 KJV)  We are told to love not the world or the things in it, yet when someone who is able to identify worldly activity in another Christian’s life and questions the worldly Christian about his or her activity, the worldly Christian responds with, “Well, what’s wrong with it.”  This response is a manifestation of spiritual naïveté at best and spiritual ignorance at worst.

The thing that makes worldliness so difficult for many to identify is that it involves many common everyday things of life:  family, marriage, friendships, material things, career, money, education, health, vacations, retirement, the arts, government, law – just to name a few.  How could any of these be considered wrong?  Family wrong? Marriage wrong? Friendships wrong? Material things wrong? Career wrong? Money wrong? Education wrong? Health wrong? Vacations wrong? Retirement wrong? The Arts wrong? Government wrong? Law wrong?
Wait a minute, Preacher.  What’s wrong with them?  Well, that’s a fair question, but it begs-the-question.  The question that should be being asked is not “What’s wrong with them?”  The question that should be being asked is “What’s right with them?”  To ask, “What’s wrong with them?” implies that nothing is wrong with them, and that implication is spiritually dangerous.
Sinful activity is intrinsically offensive to God.  False doctrine is intrinsically offensive to God; but when you are talking about such things as family, marriage, friendships, material things, career, money, education, health, vacations, retirement, the arts, government, or law, man’s fundamental thought is that if these are things that bring pleasure, happiness, and joy to one’s life, how could you do anything but ask the question, “What’s wrong with them?”
The problem associated with family, marriage, friendships, material things, career, money, education, health, vacations, retirement, the arts, government, or law is one of priority.  Priority #1 in the Christian life is the goal of becoming like Christ in His humanity – a very reachable goal.  The means of reaching that goal is Christian function from the source the “new-man.”  However, if pursuit in any worldly area takes precedence over becoming like Christ, that pursuit is a manifestation of maladjusted priorities.  So, what’s wrong with family, marriage, friendships, material things, career, money, education, health, vacations, retirement, the arts, government, or law?  Answer:  nothing as long as they do not take precedence over the Christian’s pursuit of Christ-likeness.  So, what’s wrong with family, marriage, friendships, material things, career, money, education, health, vacations, retirement, the arts, government, or law?  Answer:  Everything if they take precedence over the Christian’s pursuit of Christ-likeness.  Well then, what’s right with family, marriage, friendships, material things, career, money, education, health, vacations, retirement, the arts, government, or law?  Answer:  nothing if their pursuit takes precedence over the Christian’s pursuit of Christ-likeness.  Well then, what’s right with family, marriage, friendships, material things, career, money, education, health, vacations, retirement, the arts, government, or law?  Answer:  everything if their pursuit does not take precedence over the Christian’s pursuit of Christ-likeness.

Do not allow the world to fool you.  We are told, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.”  Look at that verse closely.  Is it not clear that it tells Christians “what not” to do without a single word about “how not” to do it.  I call this the “what” without the “how.”  How, then, do we love not he world?  When the Christian finds it necessary to involve himself in the world or the with things of the world, he honors God through obedience to this command by not allowing his use of the worldly thing to be elevated to a priority higher than the priority that he assigns to his pursuit of Christ-likeness.
The Christian who does not understand the “old-man” “new-man” concept, nor how to live his life from the source of the “new-man,” defaults to “old-man” function.  The net result:  he may find the flesh and the devil repugnant, but the lure of the world’s pleasures because they are NOT intrinsically evil, causes him to make the statement, “What’s wrong with it?”  This is the wrong question.  The real question:  “What’s RIGHT with it?”
Priority is the issue when involved with the world and the things of the world.  Priority makes the difference between what’s wrong with it or what’s right with it.  Priority makes the difference between spiritual disaster or momentum into a Christ-like life.  Are you asking others “what’s wrong with it?” or are you asking “what’s right with it?”  Your priorities are the determining factor.
